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Peace Corps connection for me is my mother,
who served as a volunteer in Nepal decades
ago.

Because of these connections I have a spe-
cial interest in advancing the ability of the
Peace Corps to play an important role in these
new times.

As Americans, we have never been more
proud of our country, our freedoms, our de-
mocracy, our diversity. We know how fortu-
nate we are to live in the United States. And
yet we were sent a clear message on Sep-
tember 11th that we are not necessarily
viewed abroad the way we view ourselves at
home. Why is this so? More importantly, how
can we change this?

One way is to take multilateral action
against terrorism, which we have done with
the help of our allies in the months since 9–
11. Another way is to continue to promote
world peace and friendship through the peo-
ple-to-people approach of the Peace Corps.

For over forty years, Peace Corps volun-
teers around the world have taught English
and other subjects to foreign students, worked
with small farmers to increase harvests, taught
local people how to monitor their environment,
and raised community awareness of health
issues, among other things. The Peace Corps
is one of the most admired and successful ini-
tiatives ever put in place.

But the Peace Corps’s first director, Sargent
Shriver, said in a speech at Yale last Novem-
ber that its founders made one mistake when
they created the Peace Corps: They didn’t go
far enough or dream big enough. As he put it,
‘‘Our present world cries out for a new Peace
Corps—a vastly improved, expanded, and pro-
foundly deeper enterprise. . . . Peace is much
more than the mere absence of war. Peace
requires the simple but powerful recognition
that what we have in common as human
beings is more important and crucial than
what divides us.’’

I think he was right. And the bill we are in-
troducing today echoes that vision. The Peace
Corps mission reflects the fact that with eco-
nomic development and mutual understanding
come greater opportunities for peace. And
every small step we take to help and under-
stand people in other countries has its own re-
wards.

A pebble tossed into a still pond creates rip-
ples that begin small and grow larger. Peace
Corps volunteers have had this same effect on
the people they have touched. The Peace
Corps experience exemplifies how individuals
can make a tremendous difference in the lives
and perceptions of people in developing coun-
tries as well as people right here at home.

More than 166,000 Americans have served
in 135 countries over the past 40 years. Many
more are prepared to serve; since the begin-
ning of this year, requests for Peace Corps
applications have increased by 77 percent.
This is good news, as we are finally building
solid support behind the idea of doubling the
size—as well as the impact—of the Peace
Corps.

It was the Reagan Administration that first
articulated the notion of expanding the size of
Peace Corps to 10,000 volunteers. We’re
pleased that President Bush has embraced
this important goal and has pledged to seek to
double the size to 15,000 in five years. The
bill we’re introducing today builds on that con-
cept and goes beyond it to propose a new
post-9-11 ‘‘Charter’’ for the Peace Corps.

The ‘‘Peace Corps Charter’’ strengthens the
Peace Corps in a number of ways. It restates
and further promotes its goals—to provide
technical assistance to those in need around
the world, to promote better understanding of
Americans on the part of the peoples served,
and to bring the world home to America. It au-
thorizes funding to allow for a Peace Corps
expansion to 15,000 volunteers in five years.
It reaffirms the independence of the Peace
Corps. It authorizes a number of reports, such
as one on host country security. It spells out
a commitment to recruit and place Peace
Corps volunteers in countries where they
could help promote mutual understanding, par-
ticularly in areas with substantial Muslim popu-
lations. It establishes training programs for
Peace Corps volunteers in the areas of edu-
cation, prevention, and treatment of infectious
diseases, such as HIV/AIDS. It streamlines
and empowers the Peace Corps Advisory
Council, with an added focus of making use of
the expertise of Returned Peace Corps Volun-
teers. Finally, the bill creates a grant program
to enable Returned Peace Corps Volunteers
to use their experience and expertise to con-
tinue to carry out the goals of the Peace
Corps through specific projects.

As Sargent Shriver stated in his November
speech, we need a new world of peace.
Today we join with the Administration in its
call for an expanded and refocused Peace
Corps that can take on the new challenges
that September 11th has presented to us, a
Peace Corps that can be ‘‘a pragmatic and
dramatic symbol of America’s commitment to
peace.’’ I believe that passage of the Peace
Corps Charter for the 21st Century will help us
head in this direction.

I look forward to working with our col-
leagues in the House as we move forward
with this vital legislation.
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Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the years of selfless public service
of a dear friend of mine, Mr. James Neely. Jim
recently received the Pinnacle of Excellence
Award, the highest honor offered by the peo-
ple of Huntingdon, Tennessee, which I am
proud to say is also the hometown of my wife,
Betty Ann.

Mr. Neely and his wife, Rachel Todd Neely,
live in Huntingdon in Carroll County, Ten-
nessee. They have a daughter and son-in-law,
Hope and Michael Turner, a granddaughter,
Neely Turner, and a second grandchild on the
way.

Jim is a graduate of Huntingdon High
School and the University of Tennessee at
Martin. Since that time, he has been a leader
in our community and in the state, including
serving as Commissioner of the Tennessee
Department of Labor and as President of the
Tennessee AFL-CIO Labor Council.

Other state positions he has held include
seats on the Employment Security Advisory
Council, the Cabinet Council on Indigent
Health Care, the Commission on Higher Edu-
cation, the Advisory Council on Worker’s Com-

pensation and the Safety Congress Board of
Directors, which he also founded. He has
chaired the Planning Committee for the Ten-
nessee Job Partnership Council and the state
Workforce Development Planning Committee.

His other accomplishments include past
Chairman of the Huntingdon Special School
District Board of Education and past Member
of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta Advi-
sory Board.

Jim has said he is proud to be from Hun-
tingdon, Tennessee. Today, Mr. Speaker, I
say that we are proud to have such a fine
leader as one of our own. I ask that you and
our colleagues join me in recognizing my
friend, Mr. James Neely, for all he has done
to make a difference.
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Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight to
offer my congratulations to Tiger Woods. Over
the weekend, he won the 102nd U.S. Open,
held this year at Bethpage Black Golf Course.

The victory did not come easy. A strong
field started the tournament on Thursday and
the players had to fight through three days of
torrential rain. The course, the longest in U.S.
Open history, was also regarded as among
the most difficult courses ever played.

But Tiger’s poise and concentration, as well
as wealth of talent, helped him through the
week. He managed to shoot a 277, three
under par. Tiger was the only golfer of the 155
that competed, who managed to finish under
par.

With the victory, Tiger’s tally of major tour-
naments won climbed to eight. He has won six
of the last nine major championships, and
seven of 11—an unbelievable streak.

Despite all his accomplishments, Tiger is
still aiming higher. He now says he wants to
win all four majors in the same year, a grand
slam—something that has never been done
before. But, I’m certain with Tiger’s discipline
and talent he will accomplish this as well.

So as I conclude, Mr. Speaker, I would once
again like to congratulate Tiger in his most re-
cent victory. I would also like to congratulate
and thank Tiger for being such a positive role
model for our nation’s children. He is a great
inspiration for them. Lastly, I would like to wish
him good luck in his efforts to win the grand
slam and achieving all the other goals he sets
for himself. He is a tremendous athlete and
fine individual and deserves all the best.
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mrs. Ruth C. Gist of Union,
South Carolina on occasion of the Union
County Pacolet River Baptist Association de-
claring Saturday June 22, 2002, Mrs. Ruth C.
Gist Day in Union South Carolina.

Mrs. Ruth C. Gist has devoted her life to her
family, her community and Christian service.
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